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Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community’s, Huhugam Ki Museum to Host “Pieces of the Puzzle – New Perspectives on the Hohokam”

On Saturday March 27th 2010 at 10am, the Huhugam Ki Museum will open its doors allowing the public to view the traveling exhibit from Tucson’s   Center for Desert Archaeology, entitled “Pieces of the Puzzle: New Perspectives on the Hohokam.”  

Research for this particular exhibit includes artifacts already excavated and cataloged in museum repositories from the state including Arizona State Museum and Pueblo Grande Museum. Research and theory had been put together by leading archeologists and museum fellows to present new perspectives on how the Hohokam are viewed by the scientific and anthropological fields.   

The exhibit which has been called a “conversation starter,” combines its research with the latest technologies in artifact analyses, computer technologies and Geographical Information Systems to outline and assist researchers in putting together a clearer understanding of the Hohokam during the population and artistic changes which occurred during the 14th and 15th centuries. Museum manager Gary Owens Jr. states:  “We brought this exhibit in to show a different perspective of the communities past; this is how some view our history.  We want our O’Odham and Piipaash to add to this exhibit and share their point of view. When the show leaves Salt River after a year, it will still have a perspective by those in academia and anthropology who have viewed those that are gone as “Hohokam.”  But we as the descendants can add our story to those we know and call “Huhugam”

In addition to the opening of the exhibit other activities at the Huhugam Ki Museum include:

 8 -9:30am Mesquite pancake breakfast with a side of eggs and bacon bits, and topped with prickly pear syrup. 

10:00am – Opening of Exhibit Pieces of the Puzzle: A new perspective on the Hohokam

11:00am— Information fair consisting of various local museums, cultural resources, and archaeologists.  

On the museum grounds for the duration of the event will be pottery demonstrations and firing from members of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.  Cooking of traditional foods and samples to taste will be given while they last. Admission is free to attend the event.
The Huhugam Ki Museum is dedicated to preserving the history and the heritage of the Onk Akimel O’Odham (Salt River People) and Xalychidom Piipaash (People who live toward the water). The museum is located at 10,005 E. Osborn Road, Scottsdale, AZ. 85256 (at the southeast corner of Osborn Road and Longmore Road) and is open Monday through Friday 9:30am to 4:30 pm. It is closed on major holidays. Guided tours are available. Large groups please call ahead. For more information please call (480) 362 – 6320.
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