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“Casa Grande Ruins National Monument Expansion” is Topic of Santa Cruz Valley AAS Program September 9th.

The Center for Desert Archaeology’s Southwest Field Representative Andy Laurenzi will give a presentation to the Santa Cruz Valley Chapter of the Arizona Archaeological Society on September 9, 2010, 7 PM, at the North County Facility at 50 Bridge Road in Tubac. His topic will be the expansion of the Casa Grande Ruins National Monument. The presentation is free and open to the public.

Mr. Laurenzi has been working with the National Trust for Historic Preservation, City of Coolidge, Town of Florence, Friends of Casa Grande Ruins National Monument, Pinal County Historical Society, and others in support of a National Park Service (NPS) proposal to expand the boundaries of this unique Monument. The Casa Grande Ruins National Monument Boundary Modification Act of 2010 (H.R. 5110), introduced by Representative Ann Kirkpatrick, cleared the House Natural Resources Committee in July with only minor changes and has been forwarded to the full House of Representatives.
Join us to learn about the uniqueness of the Monument and how the boundary modification project has evolved from identification of the need for expansion to development of federal legislation.  Mr. Laurenzi has been involved in the entire process.  
The Santa Cruz Valley AAS chapter meets the second Thursday of each month.  In addition to hosting programs featuring experts in historical and archaeological topics that focus on the Santa Cruz River Valley, the chapter offers members opportunities for assisting archaeologists with excavating area sites, hikes, and tours to archaeologically and historically significant locations. The chapter’s educational and advocacy programs are intended to preserve and protect the region’s unique cultural resources and draw upon and partner with other organizations with heritage-based goals and objectives. Santa Cruz Valley AAS chapter members also have the opportunity to participate in many educational, stewardship, and excavation activities of the statewide organization’s other local chapters

For more information about the Santa Cruz Valley AAS Chapter and its activities, call Mary Dahl at 520-841-0111 or inquire via e-mail at mdahl@theriver.com. The Arizona Archaeological Society web site, at www.AzArchSoc.org offers information about the Santa Cruz Valley chapter and others throughout the state as well as activities and benefits of membership in the statewide organization.

