Wilderness Hike

Dittert Site
Saturday October 16, 2010

“Coyote, Doctor Dittert, and the Ancestors”

Dr. Dittert said this site was built over a Chacoan outlier-like site. Others say it is closer to Mogollon country and influence. It may be the last mansion locally built before the difficult times of the 1270s. Come find out about two great ancestral cultures of the southwest, and decide for yourself if this is where they met, whether they got along, and why they chose this place. Modern interpretations are in flux. In the late 1200s drought was pervasive as was the likelihood of political upheaval.

This area - like all in El Malpais NCA - is full of enchantment. Who knows what that trickster Coyote has in store for us. We will walk on a star path from the parking lot into the wilderness. For novice star trekker's, bring a compass or your innate hunter-gatherer instincts and experience the thrill of discovering how tuned up the ancestors were to technology. We will gather respectfully by what may be ancestral ceremonial-scientific sites... they may not have chosen to distinguish between the two. Bring your creativity, feel the magic of this place, and share a story, a poem, a dance, a song, an image, .....

9:00 AM Meet at the El Malpais Ranger Station parking lot. Caravan 30 miles south on State Road 117. Turn onto dirt County Road 41 (Pie Town Road) and drive 4 miles south. Turn left opposite York Ranch entrance and drive 1 mile on a sandy 2-track to the fence line (wilderness boundary) and park. Hike to the Dittert site. OPTIONAL: Navigate using only map and compass. OPTIONAL: Intrepids can venture up canyon as the rest of us return to the vehicles. If it turns out the clan wishes to press on, then so can we all along the easiest path to the Armijo Homestead. Low key hikers can rest and explore anywhere along the 2 track while some continue to the slightly uphill mile to the homestead. Still got steam? Hike up a side canyon for 30 minutes on a half mile hike with 100 feet rise on an optional side trip to the Armijo Spring and ancestral shrine. Finally, walk the easiest portion of the event downhill on an old 2-track to return to the vehicles, and rendezvous with low key hikers exploring along the 2 track. Those wishing to overnight on Friday can meet at the Armijo Canyon wilderness boundary. Those wishing to venture deeper into the wilderness on Saturday can leave the event at the Armijo cabin.

MAP http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/nm/programs/recreation/rec_docs.Par.46259.File.dat/BrochureDittertSite.pdf

DIFFICULTY: MODERATE because of sustained off trail time. Hike off trail throughout much of this event for 2.5 miles (or 5 miles including Armijo Homestead) with a total elevation rise of 250 feet plus up & down crossings of numerous arroyos up to 20 feet deep. Sturdy footwear, and long pants are highly recommended. Those that wish can hone their overland orienteering skills off trail. The rest can follow along and hope the ranger intervenes in case they set a path towards Maccu Piccu. For the homestead hikers the final 2.5 mile exit from the homestead is all downhill along an old 2-track... and if you listen you may here echoes of the old Model A that likely often passed.

GEAR: At least 3 litres of water and lunch. Bring protection from sun, wind, and rain at 7500 feet. Optional: compass (some available to borrow) to practice following a bearing, Sand Canyon USGS 1:24000 topographic map (some available to borrow) to practice orienteering.

CITIZEN SCIENCE: photograph and document site conditions

TOPICS: migration, revolution and climate change, forest health, fire ecology, bird watching, wild flowers, native views, map reading, orienteering, compass use, homestead, archaeo-astronomy, ancestral construction, ancestral town planning, middle Cretaceous, sandstone cliffs

El Malpais General Information 

RANGER STATION DIRECTIONS Exit 89 on I-40. This is the first Grants exit past Acoma Pueblo. Turn southerly onto State Road 117 (direction Quemado) and drive 9 miles. The BLM Ranger Station is well marked at the turn and 1 mile before going both ways. Coming from Albuquerque I-40 at I-25 you may wish to give yourself 1.5 hours drive time to allow for traffic, weather, and construction. The ranger station has limited potable water, clean rest rooms, and a fascinating museum; and is open daily 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM.

MAP courtesy of the National Park Service at  

http://www.nps.gov/PWR/customcf/apps/maps/showmap.cfm?alphacode=elma&parkname=El%20Malpais%20National%20Monument

